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Move from WorldCat Search API 1.0 to WorldCat Metadata API 2.0 
to obtain MARC metadata  

API functionality  
WorldCat 
Search 
API 1.0  

WorldCat 
Metadata 
API 2.0 

• Search WorldCat and retrieve basic bibliographic information for cataloged 
items 

ü ü 

• Retrieve related editions based on OCLC number ü ü 

• Retrieve single bibliographic record in MARC format based on OCLC number ü ü 

• Retrieve the current OCLC number of an OCLC number that has been 
merged 

 ü 

• Validate bibliographic records in MARC format  ü 

• Find number of libraries that hold an item based on an identifier like OCLC 
number 

ü ü 

• Find libraries that have committed to retain an item based on an identifier 
OCLC number 

 ü 

• Check if your library has a holding set on a specific OCLC number ü ü 

• Set or delete holdings for a library based on OCLC number  ü 

• Set or delete holdings based on individual MARC records, MARCXML or 
textual MARC 

 ü 

• Search and view your library’s local bibliographic data based on OCLC 
number or accession number 

 ü 

• Search and view your library’s local holdings data based on OCLC number or 
barcode 

 ü 

• Create, read, update, delete local holding records in MARC format  ü 

• Create, read, update, delete local bibliographic records in MARC format  ü 

• Create, read, update, delete local bibliographic records in MARC format  ü 

• Browse your library’s local holdings data by call number  ü 

• Maintain retention commitments on your library’s collections  ü 

Learn more at www.oclc.org/developer 


