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2014

library collections as humanities data

Padilla, Thomas G., and Devin Higgins. 2014. “Library Collections as Humanities Data: 
The Facet Effect.” Public Services Quarterly 10 (4): 324–35. http://bit.ly/2DrVcgs

http://bit.ly/2DrVcgs


2014

Librarians can further enhance use of their digital 
collections by considering how thinking of them 
as Humanities data, and promoting them as such, 
can encourage uses beyond reading, viewing, and 
listening . . .  efforts are ground in an 
understanding that data afford new opportunities 
for user interaction with library collections.
Padilla, Thomas G., and Devin Higgins. 2014. “Library Collections as Humanities Data: The Facet Effect.” 
Public Services Quarterly 10 (4): 324–35. doi:10.1080/15228959.2014.963780





collections as data 

… ordered information 
… stored digitally
… amenable to computation 





qualities that define 
possible use 



procedural

data affords a capacity for 
computational processing, e.g. term 
frequency analysis, named entity extraction, 
and topic modeling  

participatory

data affords a capacity for enrichment 
by a diverse set of users, e.g. 
crowdsourced transcription

encyclopedic

data affords a capacity for expanded 
access, e.g. parametric searching by granular 
features like line length, genre, author gender

spatial

data affords a capacity for spatial 
characteristics to be surfaced, e.g. place 
names can be geocoded and mapped

adapted from Janet H. Murray, affordance grid
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ŭŪb.msu.edu/ŨeedŪnũameŮŪŧadaůa

http://www.lib.msu.edu/feedingamericadata/




https://conference.eresearch.edu.au/2017/08/cultural-heritage-library-collections-as-data-and-their-role-in-digital-humanities-infrastructure/




https://uwdc.library.wisc.edu/collections/frus/










○ Miriam Posner: to what extent is information about . . .  
collection provenance, processing, and method of 
presentation available to the user?

○ Victoria Stodden: to what extent are data and the code 
that generates data available to the user?

○ Roopika Risam: to what extent are the motivations 
driving all of the above available to the user?



… an imperative present
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American Historical Association; American Philosophical Society; British Library; Carnegie 
Museum of Art; Compute Canada; Cornell University; Deutsches Klimarechenzentrum; 
Digital Library Federation; Digital Public Library of America; Emory University; Getty 
Research Institute; Hathitrust Research Center; Haverford College; Indiana University; 
Indiana University-Purdue University; Internet Archive; James Madison University; 
Koninklijke Bibliotheek; Library of Congress; Max Planck Computing & Data Facility; 
McGill University; Michigan State University; Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 
Museum of Modern Art; National University of Singapore; New York Public Library; New 
York University; Northeastern University; Open Knowledge Foundation; Penn State 
University; Stanford University; Swarthmore College; Texas A&M University; Tufts 
University; University College London; University of British Columbia; University of 
California Santa Barbara; University of California Berkeley; University of California Los 
Angeles; University of Canberra; University of Delaware; University of Graz; University of 
Houston; University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign; University of Maryland; University of 
Miami; University of Minnesota; University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; University of 
Pennsylvania; University of Toronto; University of Utah; University of Texas Austin ……….. 
Vanderbilt University; Wellcome Trust; Wheaton College; 
York University . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



2016

predominant digital collection development focuses on 
replicating traditional ways of interacting with objects 
in a digital space. this approach does not meet the 
needs of the researcher, the student, the journalist, and 
others who would like to [work with] computational 
methods and tools to treat … collections as data.  
Thomas Padilla, Laurie Allen, Stewart Varner, Sarah Potvin, Elizabeth Russey Roke, Hannah Frost. 2016. 
National Leadership Grant. Institute for Museum and Library Services. 



tl:dr



how do we make 
collections more useful?



what gaps does this 
question surface? 



what opportunities does 
this question help us see?     



… for me
… for you

     



… for the people that 
we aspire to collaborate 
with, partner with, and 
serve 
     



creation of ​a series of resources that:

1. document extant experience
2. share lessons learned
3. suggest a range of paths into the work  



activities, deliverables, impacts



by the numbers 
● 2 years
● 2 National Forums
● 17 f2f & virtual conference engagements
● 1 full day international pre-conference
● 2 webinars 
● 2 conference workshops 
● 1 week-long DH institute course w/ British Library
● 382 people join the CAD google group 
● 59 people join the CAD zotero group 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/collectionsasdata
https://www.zotero.org/groups/2171423/collections_as_data_-_projects_initiatives_readings_tools_datasets


7 primary deliverables!



● Santa Barbara Statement on Collections as Data
● Facets 
● Personas
● Position Statements 
● Methods 
● 50 Things 
● White paper (to be released)

https://collectionsasdata.github.io/statement/
https://collectionsasdata.github.io/facets/
https://collectionsasdata.github.io/personas/
https://github.com/collectionsasdata/collectionsasdata.github.io/raw/master/aac_positionstatements.pdf
https://collectionsasdata.github.io/methodsprofiles/
https://collectionsasdata.github.io/fiftythings/






Collections as Data Facets
facet \ˈfa-sət\: one side of something many-sided
=================================================

Collections as Data Facets document collections as data implementations. 

An implementation consists of the people,
services, practices, technologies, and infrastructure that aim to 
encourage computational use of cultural heritage collections.  

collectionsasdata.github.io/facets

https://collectionsasdata.github.io/facets


1. Why do it
2. Making the Case 
3. How you did it
4. Share the docs 
5. Understanding use 
6. Who supports use
7. Things people should know 
8. What’s next











● … taken up as a strategic priority within the University of California’s Shared 
Content Leadership Group’s Plans & Priorities for 2017/2018 Based on the University 
of California Library Collection: Content for the 21st Century and Beyond

● … incorporated as a feature of the OCLC Research and Learning Agenda for Archives, 
Special, and Distinctive Collections in Research Libraries

● … inform the creation of postdoctoral positions like the British National 
Archives’ FTNA Postdoctoral Research Fellowship, focused on unlocking, 
“archival collections as data”

● … presented as a component of the Digital Library Federation eResearch 
Network

● … inform the Software Preservation Network’s outreach
● … inform the development of a week-long collections as data course at the 

Humanities Intensive Learning and Teaching Institute
● ... inspire reading groups, international hackathons, workshops, and conference 

sessions that span disciplinary, library, archives, and museum communities.



bit.ly/haveyouusedit

http://bit.ly/haveyouusedit


(1) I'm leading data curation work package in a 
national research and data infrastructure project for 
humanities, arts and social sciences . . . The facets 
have … informed the development of a data curation 
framework for data sharing and interoperability 
across multiple platforms (discovery, access, research 
and archiving).

Ingrid Mason, 
Australia’s Academic and Research Network (AARNet)



I use it as a communication and teaching tool about 
what digital archives are, why they are important, 
how they play a role in the civic literacy, social 
justice, and community engagement aspects of our 
College's mission, and what groundwork must be laid 
infrastructurally in order to support the building of 
collections as data.

Charlotte Nunes, 
Lafayette College Libraries



● Santa Barbara Statement on Collections as Data
● Facets 
● Personas
● Position Statements 
● Methods 
● 50 Things 
● White paper (to be released)

https://collectionsasdata.github.io/statement/
https://collectionsasdata.github.io/facets/
https://collectionsasdata.github.io/personas/
https://github.com/collectionsasdata/collectionsasdata.github.io/raw/master/aac_positionstatements.pdf
https://collectionsasdata.github.io/methodsprofiles/
https://collectionsasdata.github.io/fiftythings/
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Collections as Data: Part to Whole aims to 
foster the development of broadly viable models 
that support implementation and use of 
collections as data. 

https://collectionsasdata.github.io/statement/


Collections as Data: Part to Whole will 
regrant $600,000 to 12 projects across 2 
cohorts. 







cohorts will create:

1. implementation models
2. organizational models
3. new collections that speak to 

underrepresented histories 



cohorts will take part in:

1. team lead institute
2. public summative forum  







timeline

● Cohort 1 initiated (1/2019)
● Cohort 2 CFP opens (8/2019)
● Cohort 2 CFP closed (10/2019)
● Cohort 2 initiated (1/2020)
● Cohort 1 Public Forum (1/2020)
● Cohort 1 Models & Collection Release (4/2020)



questions about cfp

● face to face
○ spring CNI 2019 (thomas, hannah, laurie)
○ ACRL 2019 (thomas, hannah)
○ csvconf (thomas)

● email/video chat/phone
○ thomas.padilla@unlv.edu; hannah-s-kettler@uiowa.edu; 

laallen@upenn.edu; svarner@upenn.edu

mailto:thomas.padilla@unlv.edu
mailto:hannah-s-kettler@uiowa.edu
mailto:laallen@upenn.edu
mailto:svarner@upenn.edu









